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AN OVERVIEW 
 
 CONTENTS 
      
 This report contains evaluations of state real property for the following agency: 
 
  Texas Department of Agriculture 
  Texas Credit Union Department  
  Texas Department of Criminal Justice  
  Texas Facilities Commission 
  Texas Juvenile Justice Commission 
  Texas Parks & Wildlife Department  
  Texas Workforce Commission  
   

 
Agency Summaries 
        
Each report begins with an agency summary containing the following: 
 
 Background/Authorities: 

The agency’s enabling legislation, operational mission, and real property     
management procedure. 
 
 Real Property Assets: 

The agency’s real property holdings including function, location, size, physical 
and legal characteristics. 
 
GLO Analysis and Recommendations 
     
Following the summary is an analysis of salient real property factors and the General 

 Land Office’s (GLO) recommendations regarding future disposition of the property.   
Recommendations for sale or lease of the properties are based on the following: 


   legal and physical limitations  
   need for the property by other state agencies 
   market conditions; and/or 
   other factors influencing the value of the property to the state 

 
  Texas Facilities Commission Recommendations 
     
  Before publication, real property evaluation reports are submitted to the Texas Facilities  
  Commission (TFC) to determine whether any reviewed properties are needed by  other 
  state agencies.  Any TFC staff comments are included in the agency’s summary  
  section of the report and are attached to the specific site analysis. 
 
        



 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF  

 AGRICULTURE 
AGENCY 

SUMMARY 



Agency Summary  

Background/Authorities 

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) is a multi-faceted agency that promotes, regulates, and 
certifies the state’s agricultural products, and provides consumer protection under the authority granted 
in Act of June 10, 1981, the 67th Legislature, Chapter 388, 4 (1), 1981 Texas General Laws, codified as 
the Texas Agriculture Code. The agency’s responsibilities include: monitoring gas pump regulations; 
certifying organic growers; promoting Texas agricultural and rural products; certifying commercial 
weights and scales; regulating plant sales and health; regulating agricultural, residential and 
commercial pesticide applications; promoting rural health services; administering the state’s 
participation in Community Development Block grants for city and county infrastructure improvements; 
licensing; the international marketing of agricultural products and services; and, the administration of 
the state’s food and nutrition school meal and other food nutrition programs. 

This evaluation only addresses sites owned by TDA. As described in detail below, the agency leases 
numerous facilities in the state for livestock exports, seed testing, pesticide laboratory services, 
warehousing, administrative functions, and imported plant roadside inspections. 

Four leased livestock export facilities are located in Brownsville, Laredo, Houston, and El Paso, and the 
fifth livestock export facility, in Del Rio, is owned by TDA. These facilities are where livestock are 
inspected and passed from Texas sellers to international buyers. 

A pesticide laboratory, located in College Station, provides pesticide support functions, including 
pesticide residue and product formulation analyses. 

A 65.5 acre site leased from Texas Juvenile Justice Department (TJJD) supports agricultural 
production, research and experimentation and an additional 5.5 acre site serves as a metrology lab for 
testing weights and measures. 

TDA’s headquarters are located in the Stephen F. Austin Building in Austin. TDA’s Regional Offices, 
sub-offices and Food and Nutrition sub-offices, located throughout the state, are in leased or Texas 
Facilities Commission owned buildings. 

Real Property Assets 
TDA’s two real property assets are the William H. Pieratt Seed Testing Laboratory, located in Giddings, 
and an export livestock pen, located in Del Rio. 

GLO Recommendations 
Retain the William H. Pieratt Seed Testing Laboratory, and the Del Rio Export Pen for continued 
agency operations. 

Agency Comments  

Texas Facilities Commission Comments  

Texas General Land Office 

Texas Department of Agriculture   

All comments from the Texas Department of Agriculture have been incorporated into the report. 

No comments were received from the Texas Facilities Commission regarding TDA.  
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TDA - Properties  
to be Retained  

GLO 
ID# Site Name Current Use Highest and Best Use Total 

Acres 

1567 William H. Pieratt 
Seed Testing Lab 

Research Lab Research Lab  2.56 

Total:  10.25 

2654 Del Rio Export Pen Export Pen Export Pen 7.69 



 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF  

 AGRICULTURE 
PROPERTIES TO BE 

RETAINED 



Texas General Land Office

Texas Department of Agriculture

Acres: 7.68

.......

Bldg Sq Ft 1,204............

Agency Projected Use: .......................................................................................................Export Pen

Highest and Best Use: .......................................................................................................Export Pen

Del Rio Export Pen

Legal Description:
Volume 45, Page 325. Val Verde County Deed 
Records

Location Map

Location:
543 Farley Lane, Del Rio, Val Verde County, 
Texas

Sen. Dist.: .....19 Rep. Dist.: .....74

Bldgs.: ........1 sq. ft.

FAR: ...  

Slope: .............Level

Zoning: ..................................................Unzoned

Frontage: ......................Spur 239, Ciengas Road

Surrounding Uses: .................................................................................................................Industrial

Current Use: ........................................................................................................................Export Pen

Encumbrances

Legal:
Physical: None

Deed Restrictions: None

% in Floodplain: 0%

Utilities: .........................................................................................................................................None

GLO ID#: 2654

Easements: Utility, None

.....
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Texas General Land Office

Texas Department of Agriculture

GLO Recommendation:

Retain for continued agency operations.

Texas Department of Agriculture utilizes this 7.68 acre property for the export of livestock and other 
animals.  Located at 543 Farley in Del Rio, the property is improved with a three bedroom, one bath 
home, fenced barn, carport, above ground pool and hot tub.

Site Map

Analysis
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Texas General Land Office

Texas Department of Agriculture

Acres: 2.56

.......

Bldg Sq Ft 11,053............

Agency Projected Use: ........................................................................................Research Laboratory

Highest and Best Use: ........................................................................................Research Laboratory

William H. Pieratt Seed Testing 
Laboratory

Legal Description:
Volume 228, Page 163, Lee County Deed Records

Location Map

Location:
3750 East Austin Avenue (US 290), Giddings, 
Lee County, Texas

Sen. Dist.: .....18 Rep. Dist.: .....17

Bldgs.: ........3 sq. ft.

FAR: ...  0.10

Slope: .............Level

Zoning: ........................................................Civic

Frontage: ...........................US 290 East, CR 226

Surrounding Uses: .................................................Industrial, Agricultural, Residential, Governmental

Current Use: ........................................................................................................Research Laboratory

Encumbrances

Legal:
Physical: None

Deed Restrictions: None

% in Floodplain: 0%

Utilities: ..............................................................Electricity, Gas, Telephone, Wastewater, Water Line

GLO ID#: 1567

Easements: Utility

.....
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Texas General Land Office

Texas Department of Agriculture

GLO Recommendation:

Retain for continued agency operations.

The Texas Department of Agriculture utilizes this site as an office and research laboratory.  It is 
located on the southwest corner of East Austin Avenue (US 290) and CR 226 in Giddings.  The site 
is improved with two office buildings, a small storage shed and asphalt parking. The surrounding land 
uses include governmental, industrial, agricultural and residential developments.

Site Map

Analysis
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